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modern maxim of politics, in the English nation, to take
every opportunity of depressing Ireland, whereof an hun-
dred instances may be produced in points of the highest
importance, and within the memory of every middle-aged
man^ although many of the greatest persons among that
party which now prevails, have formerly, upon that article,
much differed in their opinion from their present suc-
cessors.

But so the fact stands at present. It is plain that the
court and country party here, (I mean in the House of
Commons,) very seldom agree in anything but their loyalty
to his present Majesty, their resolutions to make him and
his viceroy easy in the government, to the utmost of their
power, under the present condition of the kingdom. But
the persons sent from England, who (to a trifle) are possessed
of the sole executive power in all its branches, with their
few adherents in possession who were born here, and hun-
dreds of expectants, hopers, and promissees, put on quite
contrary notions with regard to Ireland. They count upon
a universal submission to whatever shall be demanded ;
wherein they act safely, because none of themselves, except
the candidates, feel the least of our pressures.

I remember a person of distinction some days ago affirmed
in a good deal of mixed company, and of both parties, that
the gentry from England, who now enjoy our highest em-
ployments of all kinds, can never be possibly losers of one
farthing by the greatest calamities that can befall this king-
dom, except a plague that would sweep away a million of
our hewers of wood and drawers of water, or an invasion
that would fright our grandees out of the kingdom. For
this person argued, that while there was a penny left in the
treasury, the civil and military list must be paid; and that
the Episcopal revenues, which are usually farmed out at six
times below the real value, could hardly fail. He insisted
further, that as money diminished, the price of all neces-
saries for life must of consequence do so too, which would
be for the advantage of all persons in employment, as well
as of my lords the bishops, and to the ruin of everybody
else. Among the company there wanted not men in office,
besides one or two expectants; yet I did not observe any of
them disposed to return an answer; but the consequences